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LIBRARIANS who give one of the new 
A.L.A. reading courses to a reader 
will have the satisfaction of knowing that 
they are giving to that reader the same 
advice he would get in a half hour's per- 
sonal conference with one of the leading 
specialists in that subject. It will be ob- 
served that these courses are not simply 
annotated lists; they tell the students 
which book to read first and in what or- 
der the others should follow — they are 
real courses of reading for men and 
women who want to educate themselves. 

MORE newspaper publicity has been 
given during the last few months to 
the dollar-per-capita statement adopted by 
the A.L.A. Council in December than, to 
anything done by the Association in many 
months. Thousands of copies of the state- 
ment have also been distributed by li- 
brary commissions, especially to library 
trustees. For the use of the commissions 
and of libraries the statement has been 
printed as a broadside with the caption, 



What Is a Reasonable Income for Your 
Library? The printer did an unusually 
good job and used a good paper. The re- 
sult is an attractive broadside which will 
get attention in anybody's mail. Copies 
will be supplied at a nominal cost: $6.00 
per thousand, $1.00 for 150; or 20 cents 
(in stamps) for 12. Why not ask the 
staff and the trustees to make up a mail- 
ing list of a hundred and fifty persons in 
your community who ought to be told 
what is a reasonable income for your 
library, and then send each one a copy of 
this statement? 

FOR all members of the Association 
attending any regular conference, ex- 
cept those members who have paid an in- 
itiation fee in the current year, there shall 
be a registration fee of one dollar.— By- 
Laws, Section 1. This fee will be col- 
lected at the registration desk where 
badges, programs, and attendance regis- 
ters are given out. 

Each conference costs the Association 
from $1,000 to $2,000. The purpose of the 
registration fee is to place the burden of 
this expense on those who attend the con- 
ference and share in its privileges rather 
than on all members, including many who 
have found it impossible to attend. 

THE Annual Reports of committees are 
to be printed and distributed to mem- 
bers of the Council before the end of May. 
Copies will be distributed at the Confer- 
ence and then reprinted with the Proceed- 
ings. 

THE best 25 books for a two-foot shelf 
for a country school will be voted upon 
by those who attend the Detroit Conference 
and at the N. E. A. meeting at Boston the 
first week in July. Results of the two vot- 
ing contests will be published in library 
and educational periodicals and in the 
press. The contest will be valuable in 
helping to bring the school library idea ef- 
fectively before school boards, trustees, 
public officials and the public generally, 
and in leading country school teachers to 
demand more adequate library facilities. 
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BOYS' BOOKS, the newest A.L.A. read- 
ing list, is in great demand by Rotary 
clubs and libraries for distribution during 
Boys' Week, and promises to have a steady 
year-round popularity also. Sales will prob- 
ably have passed the 150,000 mark before 
this number of the Bulletin is issued. Boys' 
Books was compiled by Jessie Gay "Van 
Cleave, a new member of the A.L.A. head- 
quarters staff, a graduate of Pittsburgh Li- 
brary School, and engaged until recently 
in children's work at the Rosenberg Li- 
brary, Galveston, Texas. Libraries which 
place standing orders for all A.L.A. pub- 
lications will receive free sample copies of 
new short reading lists as they appear. 

FIVE thousand, six hundred and ninety- 
three persons and institutions were 
members of the A.L.A. on April 30th, 
1922, as compared with 5,093 on April 30th, 
1921. 

SALES of A.L.A. publications in the 
first four months of 1922 have been 
47.5% greater than in the corresponding 
months of 1921. Receipts from member- 
ship dues show an increase of 20.6%. 

TEN per cent discount is allowed to in- 
stitutional members on all orders for 
A. L. A. publications amounting to one 
dollar or more, not including The Booklist. 
For some libraries this discount more than 
pays the annual institutional membership 
fee. 



printed this year in some number of the 
Bulletin. It is probable that statistics 
will be printed only for those libraries 
which are institutional members of the A. 
L. A. Copies of the blanks will be sent 
on request, however, to any library. The 
Nebraska State Library Association has 
taken over a few hundred copies 'of the 
blanks for distribution to every library in 
the state. All libraries are urged to use 
this standard form for their printed re- 
ports in order that statistics of various 
libraries may be easily compared. 

A LETTER came to A. L. A. Headquar- 
ters recently from a corporal in the 
U. S. Marine Corps stating that books were 
not available to the men in his station. The 
matter was brought to the attention of the 
proper authorities and we have learned 
that in addition to a small deposit collec- 
tion of 500 volumes for the use of the 
men in that particular field there is a post 
library of 10,000 volumes about one mile 
away with trained library service. From 
all accounts the service from that library 
is maintained on a much more adequate 
basis than in the average town with a 
population similar to that of the camp. 

A query came from a Marine Corps man 
in the Dominican Republic asking where 
books could be obtained, and we have been 
informed that four books per capita have 
been provided for the men there and that 
shipments of 250 new books are made 
quarterly by the Bureau of Navigation. 



MEMBERS of the A. L. A. are urgently 
requested to report changes of address 
to A. L. A. Headquarters promptly. This 
office is looked to for correct and up-to- 
date information of this sort. Obviously, 
we cannot give out up-to-date information 
unless the members themselves keep us in- 
formed. 

TWO forms of statistical blanks have 
been recommended by the Committee 
on Administration and have been printed 
for distribution. Duplicate copies have 
been sent to all institutional members, 
which are asked to report to us by April 1st. 
It is hoped that the statistics can be 



From a report of a speech by Hugh Wal- 
pole, to a group of librarians in England: 

"He instanced the attitude of the Amer- 
ican public. No matter how small the town 
to which he went he was always taken first 
to the public library, which seemed to be 
regarded by the townsfolk as the hub of 
the universe. In the library there was in- 
variably a hall with flowers and pictures, 
and a screen on which was posted all the 
available information as to the celebrity 
of the moment." 

Library Association Record, Feb., 1922, 
p. 61. 



